Photography by Jamie Williams
When one considers the image that
America has of itself and that the world has
of us, the great icon is the cowboy. When
one looks at the real history of our country
the contributions of women are always short
changed. All of the women in the Old West
weren’t school marms or dancehall girls. And
all of the women on the ranches didn’t wear
bonnets and ride on the buckboards. There
were, and still are, women in the saddle. They
round up and brand the calves in the spring,
drive cows to water in the summer, sell some
in the fall, and feed the rest when snow is up to
their horns. They aren’t the girlfriends, sidekicks, or comic relief characters traditional in
western movies; they are nothing less than
the female equivalent of their famous male
counterparts – the cowboy. They were, and
still are, the backbone of the West.
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White Stallion Ranch, Tucson, AZ

American cowgirls have experienced lives that are
every bit as entertaining, fascinating, and remarkable as
those of the greatest American icon – the cowboy. The
difference is that, unlike their male counterparts, cowgirl
stories have seldom been told. The American Cowgirl
project will change that.
American Cowgirl is a multi-media project including a feature length documentary film, fine art book
and traveling exhibit. Many documentaries are interesting treatments of history, some are explorations of the
socially significant subjects, and still others are profiles
of unique characters. American Cowgirl is all three. But,
at its heart, it is the story of one remarkable woman’s
passion for an eclectic group of women and her quest to
capture iconic images and untold stories of their lives.

Riding instructor at Camp Waldemar
since 1936, Connie Reeves taught over
36,000 girls to ride and at 101 years old
was still riding every day herself.

Jamie Williams, using her talent as an award-winning still photographer, will focus on diverse examples
of this multifaceted category of Americans. The documentary will frame her photography within entertainment, historical, and social context. It will add the entertainment value of great music, movie and television
clips, and examples of cowgirls turned celebrities. It will
provide the historical reference with use of vintage
continued on page 22
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Jess Abney
- Whitesboro, TX
“I’m not half a cowgirl,
I’m 100% cowgirl”  

Jess plans to be a
veterinarian when
she grows up.
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stills, un-broadcasted footage and
unknown stories. It will be, at once,
beautiful, entertaining, enlightening, and empowering.
Like the word “cowboy”, the
word “cowgirl” has developed
many meanings. Jamie will identify diverse categories of cowgirls
and find the characters, current
and historical, whose stories exemplify the type. Of Ginger Rogers,
it was famously said that, “….she
did everything Fred Astaire did,
but backwards and in high heels.”
Cowgirls have done and still do
the things that cowboys do, sometimes sidesaddle, sometimes in a
skirt, often fighting stereotypes, and always confronting the same
prejudices as other women in “a man’s world”.
It’s time to separate myth from reality and find meaning in both.
It’s time to identify the historical and present-day cowgirls and
honor and celebrate both.
Jamie will look for the American cowgirls through her talented
eyes. Her profession is that of a photographer with twenty years
experience. Her home is in the Southwest, her heart is full of
cowgirls and her passion is photographing them within the context
of remarkable lives.
Jamie will do what she does best; find the great characters in
their natural settings, form a bond of trust with them and then
capture the essence of their lives in still images. Much of the power of
Jamie’s images comes from the fact that
people readily trust and easily open
up to her. It shows in her images, but
now the autobiographical stories, the
ones they share with Jamie, will be
fully captured.
The history of cowgirls is rich,
their current reality is captivating,
and the characters Jamie will profile
are enthralling, but the underlying
strength of this project comes from
Jamie’s passion for cowgirls. The
cowgirls, their history, and their worlds
are the stuff of great stories.
To see more of Jamie’s photography and to view the film
trailer you can visit her website at
www.AmericanCowgirl.com.

A SERIES OF FINE ART PHOTOGRAPHS BY JAMIE WILLIAMS

Mary Hale, cattle rancher
- Sonoita, AZ

Jackie Rollier, horse trainer
- Parker, TX

Award-winning photographer Jamie Williams
has traveled the USA capturing the spirit of
the American cowgirl.
A series of limited edition prints are available
for purchase. View her collection at
www.americancowgirl.com and www.artseye.com

ArtsEye
gallery

3550 E. Grant Road
Tucson, Arizona 85716
520.325.0260
www.artseye.com
www.americancowgirl.com
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